The nature of clotting and fibrinolytic activities of Bacteroids melaninogenicus.
From the supernatant of B. melaninogenicus ss. asaccharolyticus culture, a protein fraction was isolated by ethanol precipitation. The fraction was tested for the presence of clotting and fibrinolytic activities by application of quantitative techniques and specific substrates for measurement of prothrombin and plasminogen activation, and collagenase and elastase activity. It is postulated that ability of Bacteroides melaninogenicus ss. asaccharolyticus extracellular factors to clot fibrinogen and activate plasminogen, are due to a limited proteolysis by the proteolytic enzymes produced by this microorganism and not to the existence of specific B. melaninogenicus coagulase of plasminogen activator.